Introduction
The Prochaetodermatidae is a family of predominantly deep-sea, benthic Aplacophora distributed globally except for the Arctic Ocean, Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters, and the Black Sea. It is a taxon comprised so far by 6 genera and 30 species. Despite their small species numbers, in many localities they are an important part of the deep-sea benthos in numerical abundance (Grassle & Maciolek 1992 , Scheltema 1997 . They are small animals, usually <5 mm, and covered by glistening aragonite sclerites that identify them as belonging to the Aplacophora. So far, species of Prochaetodermatidae have been or are being described from both sides of the Atlantic from north to south; north Atlantic south of Iceland; Marmara and Mediterranean Seas; northern, north central, northwestern, and southwestern Pacific; and Indian Ocean, at depths between 150 and >9000 m, according to the expedition (Kowalevsky 1901; Schwabl 1963; Scheltema 1985 Scheltema , 1989 Salvini-Plawen 1992 , 1999 Ivanov 1995 Ivanov , 1996 Scheltema & Ivanov 2000; Ivanov & Scheltema 2001a ,b, 2002 , 2004 . Few Prochaetodermatidae are recorded from depths <200 m, although one species (Prochaetoderma boucheti) is collected regularly at ~100 m off Galicia, Spain (personal observation). Some species and all but one genus (Dacryomica) have broad geographic ranges (Scheltema 1985; Scheltema & Ivanov 2000; Ivanov & Scheltema 2001a ,b, 2004 . The descriptions here of Western Atlantic species continue our studies of existing prochaetodermatid collections from all oceans.
